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1 President Castello Braneo today decreed a 
new Institutional Act that gives the government near 
dictatorial powers". 

2 The sudden announcement of the Institutional 
Act was a result of the regime's expectation that con 
gress was about to reject several constitutional m 
sures that the government had proposed. Castello 
Branco had counted heavily on the --sures £ich 
would have increased the government s power in security 
matters, as a way of easing the pressure on him f 

1 -v.o m ii itarv The military has reacted bitterly to 
victories by candidates of former President Kubitschek s 
Social £-Sr“Sc party in the ^ October gubernatorial 
elections and to Kubitschek' s return from exile on 
October S In a national radio and television speech 
this morning Castello Branco stated that "® w 
were necessary "lor a period to consolidate tto 
lution" and to counter ’’growing leftist and counte 
revolutionary activity." 

3. The text of the Institutional Act itself is 
not yet available but a number of official and pres 
reports state that several sweeping measures are in 
eluded . The Act apparently grants the president au- 
thority to decree a state of siege or J^ello Branco 
and to order congress into recess. Castello B 
is also given broad power to intervene directly in 
the states to remove the political rights of any per 
son for 10 ’ ve.rs and cancel the mandatesofjlecte^ 

tutional S Ac t also abolishes or suspends al l political 
parties In addition, military courts are given juris- 
diction over civilians accused ol crimes against na- 
fiSna? security; the Supreme Court is expanded to 16 
members from the present total JJ, and ind t 
presidential elections are established in place o 
the present requirement for direct elections. 

noouvi-.'^n rio. 

, • • , ! CLASS, l 

Approved For Release 2003/05/16 : CIA-RDP79T00472A000600030QO/f-9 l!> ’ ° 

SECRET S’ r 

RHVIEWUHl 


25X1 



Approval For Releas 


: CIA-RDP79?56472A000600030004-9 


4. The Institutional Act is during the 

strong political repercu Q f the regime are likely 
next few -weeks. Opponents against the gov- 

to react by P ro ™ ot ^? t mt ions and other disturbances 
eminent. Some dem although no -widespread vio- 

will probably develop, G f the adverse re- 

lence appears l^ly. ^t deal on what Castello 
action will depend a great^d^ many of which are 

Branco does with hi ForeiKn reactions are likely 
only reserve powers . For eig^e most part , particu- 
larly fn^e other Countries of the Hemisphere. 

5 . m the long run Jfthl pmsidmt^thereby 
will unify the ^ continuing his present 

increasing his prospe rorruP tion, streamlining po- 
policies of eliminating corruption, C onomic develop- 
litical structures, and P g no indication that 

meat. Castello Bra ^° d ^J t ?c change in direction, 
he is considering W d ”Sothers affected by any 
The forces of the le d under the Institutional 

forthcoming decrees: defiant attitude towards the 
Act may adopt a more lQ as the regime con- 

government. Howev , t of the armed forces, i 

M S threat to po- 

i i t.i cal stability . 
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